Level 3 photography

Image Composition in Photography

When we look at something we usually ‘see’ one thing at a time but the camera ‘sees’ and records everything in its field of view. Too much detail can be very distracting to the viewer so photographers try to include only what is important in the shot. When photographers compose a photo, they have to plan what angle they will take the photo from, what to have in it and what not to have and how things will be in relation to one another.

So what are some of the rules of good composition?

· Keep it simple with the closest possible view of the subject
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Lines of direction take the eye from one point of interest to another, particularly flowing, curving lines.
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The eye tends to follow lines which seem to be converging eg. Railway lines, fences, rays, lines in a floor. Viewers will also follow the line of the subject’s arm or pointing hand and look in that direction.
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· Strong, diagonal lines give a sense of movement

· Vertical lines give a sense of height

· Horizontal lines are restful

· Frame the subject. A good photographic composition follows the rule of thirds. This keeps the centre of interest out of the centre and places it on one of four intersecting points. Subjects should be kept away from margins and corners.
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· Tone differences make the subject stand out against its surroundings. 

· Contrast is needed between tones and shapes, movement and stillness, near and far, large and small.
